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1 . CONSULAR OFFICER VISITED THE KOREAN NATIONAL RED CROSS 
REFUGEE CAMP IN PUSAN ON 4/1/78, TO INTERVIEW THE REFUGEES WHO 
ARRVED IN THE ROK ON 2/25/78 ABOARD THE KOREAN VESSEL SS SAM 
DO HO. CURRENTLY, THESE ARE THE ONLY BOAT CASE REFUGEES IN THE 
ROK. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF ONE REFUGEE WHO WAS HOSPITALIZED 
FOR TREATMENT OF TB, ALL REFUGEES APPEARED TO BE IN GOOD 
HEALTH AND SPIRITS. 

2. CONOFF OUTLINED THE PRESENT U.S. REFUGEE PROGRAM TO THE 
REFUGEES. AS ONLY ONE OF THE REFUGEES APPEARS TO HAVE A 
QUALIFYING RELATIVE IN THE U.S., HE STRESSED THE REQUIREMENT 
THAT THE REFUGEES BE WILLING TO ACCEPT AN OFFER OF RESETTLEMENT 
IN ANY THIRD COUNTRY BEFORE THEY COULD BE CONSIDERED FOR THE 
U.S. PROGRAM. IN INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEWS ALL OF THE REFUGEES 
(SAVE THE INDIVIDUAL HOSPITALIZED) AGREED TO ACCEPT, IF OFFERED, 
RESETTLEMENT IN ANY THIRD COUNTRY. THEIR AGREEMENT WAS, HOWEVER, 
GRUDGINGLY GIVEN. 
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3. TO DATE, NO THIRD COUNTRY HAS INDICATED ANY INTEREST IN ANY 
OF THE REFUGEES. FURTHER, LOCAL UNDP OFFICIAL, ACTING AS UNHCR 
REPRESENTATIVE, HAS MADE NO EFFORTS TO INTEREST THIRD COUNTRIES 
IN ACCEPTING ANY OF THE REFUGEES. UNDP OFFICIAL HAS INFORMED 
US THAT SUCH EFFORTS ON HIS PART ARE NOT WITHIN THE SCOPE OF 
HIS RESPONSIBILITIES. HE ALSO NOTED THAT HE HAS RECEIVED NO 
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INSTRUCTIONS FROM UNHCR TO TAKE SUCH ACTION. WHEN ASKED WHAT 
HIS INSTRUCTIONS WERE, HE STATED THAT THEY WERE, BASICALLY, 

TO BE AS GENERALLY HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE. HE HAD RECEIVED A 
CABLE FROM UNHCR GENEVA, BUT HE WISHED TO DISCUSS THIS WITH US 
AS HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN IT. 

CABLE PROVED TO BE A GENEREL DESCRIPTION OF THE CURRENT U.S. 
REFUGEE PROGRAM (IPP 78), PARTS OF WHICH SEEMED TO HAVE BEEN 
TAKEN, VERBATIM, FROM REF (F). UNLESS UNHCR GENEVA PROVIDES 
FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS FOR THEIR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE, WE CAN 
EXPECT NO ASSISTANCE FROM THAT OFFICE. 

4. EMBASSY HAS CONSULTED WITH MR. CHOE, JAE SON, OF BISHIP 
TJI'S OFFICE, CONCERNING THE SERVICES THAT THEY WOULD BE ABLE 
TO PROVIDE AS THE "OFFICAL" JVR/VOLAG REP IN KOREA. CHOE 
ADVISED THAT HIS OFFICE WOULD, IF FURNISHED WITH THE BASIC 
BIO DATA ON THE REFUGEES, FORWARD REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL 
ASSURANCES TO THE U.S. BEYOND THAT, HIS OFFICE HAS NEITHER 
THE MANPOWER, NOR THE TRAINING, TO BE OF ANY HELP. THE POST’S 
PAST EXPERIENCE WITH BISHOP TJI’S OFFICE HAS BEEN THAT THEY 
ARE WILLING, BUT UNABLE, TO FUNCTION AS THE JVR. 

5. TO ASSIST IN PROCESSING THE LAST GROUP OF REFUGEES, USCC 
SENT A REPRESENTATIVE, SISTER ANNE WISDA, TO KOREA TO FUNCTION 
AS THE JVR. WE FOUND THAT HER ASSISTANCE WAS INVALUABLE, 
PARTICULARLY IN ARRANGING FOR THE ASSURANCES AND THE MEDICAL 
EXAMS. HER PRESENCE IN PUSAN ENABLED HER TO FUNCTION AS AN 
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"ON SITE" MANAGER. AND GREATLY FACILITATED THE RESETTLEMENT 
PROCESS. THE POST REQUESTS, THEREFORE, THAT THE DEPARTMENT 
URGE USCC TO AGAIN SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO KOREA TO FUNCTION 
AS THE JVR. 
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